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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
2300 W. Huntington Drive, Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Rev. James Weremedic, Rector • (302) 995-6775 • Cell (570) 764-4323
Email: frjamesw@hotmail.com • Web: www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org

Vespers & Confessions: Saturday, 5:00 pm • Divine Liturgy: Sunday, 9:00am
Sunday, February 6, 2011  –  Tone 4
37th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Sunday of Zacchæus. Afterfeast of the Meeting. St. Bucolus, Bishop of Smyrna (ca. 100). St. Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople (891). Ven. Barsanuphius the Great and John the Prophet (6th c.). Virgin Martyr Dorothy, two sisters—Christina and Callista, and Theophilus, at Cæsarea in Cappadocia (288-300). Martyr Julian of Emesa (312). Virgin Martyr Fausta, and with her, Evilasius and Maximus, at Cyzicus (305-311). Virgin Martyrs Martha and Mary, and their brother Lycarion, in Egypt.
DATE 
    3RD HOUR
      6TH HOUR

EPISTLE
Feb-6
   CHALFANT
     BRASOWSKI 
SINOVICH
Feb-13
   RILEY, A
     RILEY, J

CAREY
Feb-20
   WEREMEDIC    CARPENTER
BRASOWSKI

Feb-27
   SOUDER, C
     SOUDER, E

SOUDER, E
	Date
	Fellowship Hour
	Service Duty
	Church Cleaners
	Greeters
	Library

	6 Feb
	Manna Berhane Mihret
	Gerassimakis
	Whalen
	N Morjana

S Stoyanova
	Closed

	13 Feb
	Elia Gunderson
	Morjana Harb
	Baldytchev Fox
	E Torvik

M Elia
	Closed

	20 Feb
	Souder Riley
	Elia
	Kutch
	V Chalfant

B Peck
	Closed

	27 Feb
	Hojnicki
Flynn Roberts
	Riley Baldytchev
	Riley
	Bunitskys
	Closed


We will be collecting donations for the new women’s and children’s shelter just opened by the Sunday Breakfast Mission.   The lists of items needed and the collection box are in the narthex.  Please see Laura Whalen or Ellen Gundersen for any larger items that you’d like to give.  

Our first "youth" event here at St. Michael's will be "Pizza and Pictionary" on Saturday, February 12th, following Vespers. Please let Juliana Bunitsky or Sylvana Poletaev know if you have a youth that would like to attend. We need a count for pizza. For this event only, we are asking that one parent attend also. Ages 9 and up and siblings are welcome to stay with a parent. Also, we are welcoming older teens as 'counselors/role models'.
The Parish Council Monthly Meeting is scheduled for February 16th at 6:30 pm in the Church Hall.

The Sisterhood is sponsoring a ‘Ladies Night Out’ on Friday, February 18th, 6:30 PM at Michael's Restaurant on Churchman Rd. Please Mona Elia for more information and to RSVP (302.369.0734).
A Greeter’s Meeting is scheduled for February 26th at 3:30pm. We would like to invite anyone that is interested in serving on the greeter committee. Former, current and any new greeters are welcome and encouraged to attend this meeting.
St. Michaels is planning a pilgrimage to Holy Protection Monastery in White Haven, PA during Bright Week on Friday, April 29th and Saturday, April 30th.  We would leave around 1:00 pm on Friday and come back in the afternoon on Saturday.  The monastery has a lot of visitors during Bright Week, so if anyone would like to spend the night, we have to give them a head count very soon.  Please contact Chris Carey TODAY via e-mail (careys2001@yahoo.com) so that he can keep a tally of how many men and women would like to spend the night.  If you would like to visit, but do not want to spend the night, we could also plan for a group to go up early on Saturday morning.  Please let him know ASAP.
Pre-Lenten Choir Rehearsal on Saturday, Feb. 12 and 3:30 pm.

Prayers for the Sick and Needy: James & Olga Riley, William Dryden, Mary Guretsky, Onufry Zabinko, Stephen Kutch, John Elliott, Betty & Jean Harb, Nabih & Georgia Harb, Marie Holowatch, Daniel Ruduski, Theophan Shatley, Natalia Romaniouga, Edward Burke, Sofia Golbiw, Marian, Ioana Cretu, Vera Chalfant.
Prayers of Celebration: Newly born Ketevan Sophia Sensor, her parents, Nino and Michael Sensor. Ketevan was born on Jan. 26, 2011, 19.5” in length and weighing 5 lbs 13 oz.
The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which is also preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great Lent comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel reading is about Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation to the sinful man, and how his life was changed simply because he "sought to see who Jesus was" (Luke 19:3). The desire and effort to see Jesus begins the entire movement through Lent towards Pascha. It is the first movement of salvation.

Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus recognized his. He promised to make restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had falsely accused four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the Law (Ex. 22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and atone for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal apology, but when we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the consequences of our evil actions.

We are also assured of God's mercy and compassion by Christ's words to Zacchaeus, "Today salvation is come to this house" (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is Tone 1, 3, 5, 7) we sing the Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection "Today salvation has come to the world," which echoes the Lord's words to Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our spiritual stature, therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words, we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth. 

1 Timothy 4:9-15
This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. These things command and teach. Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.
Luke 19:1-10
Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house." So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, "He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner." Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
