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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
2300 W. Huntington Drive, Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Rev. James Weremedic, Rector • (302) 995-6775 • Cell (570) 764-4323
Email: frjamesw@hotmail.com • Web: www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org

Vespers & Confessions: Saturday, 5:00 pm
Hours, Divine Liturgy & Fellowship: Sunday, 8:40 am
Church School follows Sunday’s Divine Liturgy.

Sunday, December 25, 2011
THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO THE FLESH 
OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.

28thSUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Tone 3. The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar. Commemoration of the Shepherds in Bethlehem who were watching their flocks, and went to see the Lord. Massacre of Monk Martyr Jonah and with him 50 Monks and 65 Laymen at St. Tryphon of Pechenga Monastery, by the Swedes.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Reader’s Schedule
DATE     
3RD HOUR
6TH HOUR
   EPISTLE
Dec 25

RILEY, A

RILEY, J

PECK
Jan 01

WERMEDIC

SENSOR

SENSOR

	Date
	Fellowship Hour
	Service Duty
	Church Cleaners
	Library

	1-Jan
	Rectory’s

Open House 
	Souder

Poletaev
	 Kutch
	Poletaev

	8-Jan
	Conover

Daubert
	Gerassimakis 
	Riley
	Gundersen

	15-Jan
	Kutch
	Morjana

Harb
	Carey
Bunitsky
	Skomorucha

	22-Jan
	Bacuta
	Elia
	Peck

Dozier
	Stoyanov

	29-Jan
	Lemlem 
Kiflemarian
	Riley

Baldytchev
	Manna

Mihret
	Dozier


Church School Nativity Play

St. Michael’s Church School will present a Nativity play immediately following the Divine Liturgy today.  After the play, the students will be offering their gifts to the Lord through performing songs, poetry, playing a musical instrument, etc.   

Copies of our 2012 Volunteer Ministries list are available at the candle desk. Thank you for volunteering over the years and for continuing to volunteer in 2012! 

May God Grant You Many Blessed Years!

Mat. Lisa and Fr. James would like to invite everyone to attend an “open house” at the Rectory on Sunday Jan. 1, 2012 immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Coffee and light refreshments will be served.
Fellowship Hour: The new Panera Bread in FAIRFAX Shopping Center (Concord Pike) is available for donation pick up Saturday nights at 8:45 pm. You must call 302.428.1796 to schedule your own pick up. See Mona for information.”

 The Twelve Days of Christmas begins on the evening of December 25th with the following day considered the First Day of Christmas (December 26th). In these traditions, the twelve days begin December 26 and include Epiphany: 
The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus the Christ, the Son of God. Two Turtle Doves are The Old and New Testaments. Three French Hens are The Three Theological Virtues: 1) Faith, 2) Hope, and 3) Love. Four Calling Birds are the Four Gospels: 1) Matthew, 2) Mark, 3) Luke, and 4) John. Five Gold Rings are the first Five Books of the Old Testament, known as the Torah or the Pentateuch. Six Geese A-laying are the six days of creation that confesses God as Creator and Sustainer of the world. Seven Swans A-swimming are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. Eight Maids A-milking are the eight Beatitudes. Nine Ladies Dancing are the nine Fruit of the Holy Spirit. Ten Lords A-leaping are the ten commandments. Eleven Pipers Piping are the eleven Faithful Apostles. Twelve Drummers Drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles' Creed.
Edited from : http://www.crivoice.org/cy12days.html

Prayers for the Departed: Theodore Nicodemus Victor Wales,
 Christopher Riley.
Prayers for the Sick and Needy:
Steven Hojnicki, deployed to Afghanistan. 
Fr. Joseph Martin, Fr. Claude Vineyard, Fr. Paul White, Matushka Joanna Pianovich, Wendy Boyer, Nina Jean Kenney, Anna Pcholinsky, Helena and Barry Barrentine, Peter Melnik, Agnes Timchak, Olga and James Riley, Anna Hotrovich, Mark, Mary Guretsky, Onufry Zabinko, John Elliott, Marie Holowatch, Theophan Shatley, Natalia Romaniouga, Joseph Wojciechowski, Olga Maloney, James Carpenter, Aaron Hojnicki, Sonia Collins.
A 10-year Panikhida will be held on Dec. 27th at 6:30 pm for Christopher Riley, offered by his family.
Parish Wish List

As Father mentioned on Sunday, we would like to create a Parish “Wish List” which we hope will serve two purposes. The Wish List will allow YOU the opportunity to suggest items to be purchased by the church. If you think there is something that St. Michaels’ can use in any way, all you need to do is to send an e-mail to Fr. James at frjamesw@hotmail.com with a description of the item(s) and the cost and it will be added to the Wish List for review by Father and the Parish Council. 

Our Wish List has no real rules or restrictions (other than the limits to our collective creativity), items can be large or small. So please bring your ideas forward but be sure to include the cost of any items you suggest! The Wish List will help the Parish Council prioritize necessary purchases and it will also be published so that anyone wanting to make a donation to St. Michael’s can refer to the Wish List as a guide.

Galatians 4:4-7 (Epistle)
But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" 
Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
Matthew 2:1-12 (Gospel)
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him." 
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
 So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.' " 
Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also." 
When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. 
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way.
