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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
2300 W. Huntington Drive, Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Rev. James Weremedic, Rector • (302) 995-6775 • Cell (570) 764-4323
Email: frjamesw@hotmail.com • Web: www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org
Vespers & Confessions: Saturday, 5:00 pm
Hours, Divine Liturgy & Fellowship: Sunday, 8:40 am
Sunday, December 21, 2014
28th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Tone 3. Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ. Sunday before the Nativity. Virgin Martyr Juliana of Nicomedia, and with her 50 men and 130 women. St. Peter, Metropolitan of Moscow and Wonderworker of All Russia. St. Juliana, Princess of Vyaz’ma. Bl. Procopii of Vyatka, Fool-for-Christ. Martyr Themístocles of Myra in Lycia.
Reader’s Schedule

DATE
3RD HOUR

6TH HOUR

   
EPISTLE

Dec 21

CARPENTER
L. WEREMEDIC
WALES

Dec 28
A. RILEY

J. RILEY

PECK
	Date
	Fellowship
Coffee Hour
	Service
Duty
	Church Cleaners
	Library

	21-Dec
	Morjana/Whalen/Bisrat
	Elia/Morjana
	Finck
	Gundersen

	28-Dec
	Open House Rectory
	Riley/Baldytchev
	Whalen
	 


We are looking for volunteers to do: 1) coffee hour, 2) service duty 3) church cleaning, 4) and the library, 5) grass cutting. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Thanks for helping out!!  Greg Poletaev
Nativity Play TODAY, Sunday, December 21!

Join us for a joyful Nativity play and caroling during coffee hour.

Parents, please gather all youth in the parish hall immediately after Divine Liturgy, so we can put on the costumes for the play.

Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 (Epistle, Sunday Before the Nativity)
By faith, he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 
By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 
And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented – of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 
And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

Christmas Eve:  Parish-wide Holy Supper at 4:00 pm. 

 Compline Service at 6:00 pm.

Christmas Day:
 Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am.
Our 5th Annual Parish-wide Holy Supper held on Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm. (Compline Service will begin at 6:00 pm.) Copies of the Holy Supper book for our Christmas Eve preparation are available in the Parish Book Store. Anyone may attend the Holy Supper and for those wishing to bring their Lenten favorite may feel free. Please sign on the sheet so we prepare enough food.

Mat. Lisa and Fr. James would like to invite everyone to attend an “open house” at the Rectory on Sunday, December 28, 2014 immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Coffee and light refreshments will be served.

Parish photo directory

We are creating a new Church Family Photo Directory! This will be an important tool to help connect with one another, assist new families in getting to know us and celebrate the rich heritage and history of our parish! Photographs will be taken in the Church Hall after Divine Liturgy this weekend and several Sundays following.

Ruth Kendall will be taking photos in the church hall during coffee hour. If you have any questions about the directory, please talk with Ruth Kendall and Catalina Finck.

YOU are an important part of our parish and this directory will not be complete without YOU!

New parish program "Little Angels"
The Little Angels program is focused on the youngest stewards of our parish. This group meets on a weekly basis throughout the year. We meet on Tuesdays from 9:00 am-11:00 am.

Mothers accompany the children as they gather to learn the ABCs of Orthodoxy, and have fun doing it. During each gathering we meet in the church hall, where we pray, sing, learn how to make the sign of the Cross, play and share a snack,  etc. We also take periodic field trips.

For more information contact or on Sunday talk with 
Elizabeth Clause : elizabeth.clause@gmail.com / (302) 465-7676.
Analyn Peck : analyn.lowman@gmail.com / (302) 514-7676.
Prayers for the Departed: Matushka Irene Borick.
Prayers for the Sick and Needy:  
Mat. Lisa, Helen Bunitsky, Michael Sinnovich, Peter Melnik, David Rex, Andrea Roman, Lily Nassif, William Dryden, Agnes Timchak, Olga Riley, Anna Hotrovich, Mary Guretsky, Marie Holowatch, Marie Karawulan, Joseph Wojciechowski, Barbara Hicks, Ana Minerva, John Bilas, Noah Weremedic, Barbara Dorohow Belinda Trevino, Douglas Dozier, Joyce Hretchka.

Prayers for Women and the Children to be Born of Them: 
Melissa Conover.
Childrens' book sale at the bookstore along with great choices for stocking stuffers and much more.  Books on the lives of the saints, orthodox spirituality and daily prayer books are thoughtful reminders of why we celebrate the Nativity season.  Want to get an orthodox gift not in stock??   We can order icons, books and other orthodox products at discounts of 20% - 40%.  
Mothers (and Fathers—good Christmas gift!):  The bookstore has a book called, The Ascetic Lives of Mothers, by Annalisa Boyd.  It is a book of prayers for mothers, godmothers and grandmothers; but also much more.  Annalisa is the mother of 8 children, through birth and adoption, and 31 foster children, so she really understands the struggle of motherhood!  The book is organized into sections. One section is on the passions, and I really appreciated that for each passion, there are wonderful quotes from the Holy Fathers for mediation, as well as a prayer for both the mother and the child. This section is just beautiful to read, and helps me remember the ideal I struggle to for as a mother.  For example, there are quotes and prayers for struggle against anger, irritation, complaining and depression.  Another section is devoted to prayers of blessing, for example, before school, for courage, diligence, friendship for your children, for love and patience, again with quotes from the Holy Fathers and prayers for both mother and child.  There are prayers for all stages of motherhood as well, with profiles of Holy Mothers for encouragement.  This is a beautiful book to keep in your purse or car for brief moments, or by the bedside.  Annalisa also has prayer books for young children and for teens.  We have them all!  --Julianna Bunitsky  

